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VINDICATION 
Mr. VAT IO V-. 
SERMON. 


Reverend 5 IR, 


HAT it is with the atm Relat 

tance you have publiſh'd Anvimaids 

verfrons on the late SER Mon preach'd 

at Exon, would not have been ea- 
fily gueſs'd by an indifterent Reader, who 
compares them and this together, had you not 
mention'd it your felt; but _ it = with the 
utmoſt Impertinence, your nautcous titions 
of e ſame et dae. Charge, boriſh Cas 
villing at Words and Phraſes, vile Inſinuations, 
trifling Aggravations, ridiculous Inſults, and 
thoſe haughty Airs you aſſume, ſufficiently 
Prove, 


You have labour'd in ſixty Pages to diſs 
oven a Sermon, the Purport of whoſe latter 

art, as well as Beginning, you confeſs, is to P. 23. 
recommend 


| A2 


* 


EY . : 
recommend nothing beſides holy Living; and any 
one may ſee, who reads the Text, the Purport 
df that alſo was nothing elſe : For however 
true the Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is, Mr. 
Nation had nothing to,do herewith, whilſt ex- 
plaining and enforcing Practical Chriſtianity, 
any more than with very other Truth con- 
tain'd in the Goſpel. _ You fix an Emphaſis on 
+ Important Truths; but, Sir, do you know one 
Truth reveal'd oy infallible Wiſdom which is 
not important? Muſt not every Thing taught 
and commanded. in - ſacred Scriptures be re- 
ceiv'd as a Matter of Moment and Conſe- 
quence, ſo that a Perſon muſt rather expoſe 
himſelf to the greateſt Tortures, than deny or 
flinch from the ſame? It therefore Mr. N. 
muſt have undertaken the Proof of every Ar- 
ticle of Faith contain'd in his Bible, to guard 
himſelf from the Imputation of ſymbolizing 
with Hereticks, in a /ngle Diſcourſe on Tit. ii. 
11, 12. you might more - juſtly have com- 
plain d than now you can. -"W of prac 
tical: Sermons have been preach'd by thoſe 
whoſe Orthodoxy was never queſtion'd by 
their Brethren, 'which have not had ene Syl- 
lable about the eternal Deity of the Son or 
Holy Spirit in them. How then comes it to 
paſs, Sir, that ſo much notice muſt be taken 
of this one ? | | r 


But Mr. N. ſpeaks of ſome Controverſies a- 


P. 10, 11. mong Chriſtians, as Circumftantial; and here, 


Sir, you take occaſion to complain of our Mi- 
niſtry being invalidated, and all our Adminiftra- 
tions made null and void by our Brethren of the 
Church of England, &c. And what wonder is 
it, ſay you, 10 ſee ſo many of late going over 

| te 


[5] 
the eftabliſd Church, when the Differences be« 
tween us and them are ſpoken of in ſo et a 
manner ? Sir, you may remember at the 
Aſſembly in Exon the ſame Year, the Perſon 
who then preach'd, complain'd with great Free- 
dom of Unſcriptural Impoſitions, but was re- 
fus'd Thanks on that Account by ſeveral of his 
angry Brethren, who would not drop one can- 
di —— in his Favour; nay he was told 
that he had thereby expos*'d himſelf to a Proſecu- 
tion. So indeed has Mr. P. C. done here, and 
Mr. M. himſelf, in p. 10, 11. if ſome peeviſh 

Eccleſiaſticks could perſuade the Civil Powers 
to ſacrifice us to their Rage and Malice. 


But, Sir, however great the Difference may 
; be betwixt us and. Impoſers of ſinful Terms, 
whether they call themſelves Proteſtants or 
apiſts,) the Difference among Cux Is TIANs, 
truly ſo called, is comparatively ſmall, the 
Things wherein they agree being of vaſtly 
greater Concernment than thoſe wherein they 
differ. Such, I mean, as have deny d Ungodli- 
neſs and writ Lufts, and walk ſoberly, rig h- 
teouſly, and godly in this preſent world. As tor 
rinſe who lord it over God's Heritage, who 
inſtead of doing their Maſter s Will themfelves, 
' would oblige their Fe/low-Servants to ſubmit 
to their own Humours, or who will be Judges 
for their Neigbbours as well as for themſelves, 
(thus invading the Prerogative of him who is 
ſole Head of his Church,) they are /o far 
guilty of Autichriſtianiſm. 


Other Controverſies, you ſay, Mr. M. terms 2.75 


c Metaphyfical, if rightly under and trac'd 
“ wp to their proper Head.“ 3 * 


Tgnorance : Pie Sir, yon | know theres 
bn Article of Faith bar hath been more 


lex d with Metaphy4cal' Subxilries: 
Fis — plain to me, that the Difference 
is not fo very great, nor of the lu, Concern on 
which Side of the Queſtion ſoever the Truth 
lies, if it certniniy lies on eber Side ; for who 
can be infaHlibly fure that he is not miſtaken 
in any of His Theories about ſo intricate a Point 
as that of the Trinity? I allow both Parts of 
à Contradiction ' can't be true, nay that one of 
theſe muſt be true, and the other falſe. But 
there may be a Mixture of Truth and Error 
in diere Schemes which fallibli Men have 
rais'd, and (as r — themſelves — 4 


ed on the Scriptu may not ſug- 
that I am a nt » den bas . as well 25 
r. N becauſe I preſs myſelf, E free- 


Iy own my ſelf in the — rece ivd 
5 becauſe T ſtill think: that it has the rap 
eſt Pifficulties; but Difficulties it has, and ſuch 
83 pear to my felf invincible. am therefore 
Joank: to condemn all whoſe Specu- 
— — — 3 quadrate Eu + wake as finding 
It impo ble to explain this ery to my own, 
much leſs to Me faRion. Good Ar, let Q 
me ſcrioufly ask yon whether you believe 1 
the eternal Intereſt of every Plowman or Me- 
chanick hangs on his adjuſting the Senſe of 
the Terms Nature, 70 Eſſence, Subſtance; 
Subſftence, Coequality, entiality, &c. whe- 
ther he neceſſarily expotes himſelf to divine 
Vengeance for want of F ddt and accurate 
Idea's in theſe © 


The Arian tells hb Trinitarian, he believes 


Chritt to be God as well as himſelf: But what 
a God 


171 
God do ou make him, fays the Trinita 
rian? Such a God ag my Bible makes him, 
| but pray what a God do you 
o re the Trinitarian, you 
groſsly pervert — Well, both enter 
the Field, and critical Learnin Philoſophy, 
Fathers, and Councils are on oP Sides prefs'd 
into their Service, with ſolemn — 
ele, Soorns, repeated Triumphs; when 
Chriftian, tho' impartial and carneft 
in u b. Search after the Truth, quick] — 
bab the Combatants, who —_—_ 
and {ſcatter Darkneſs and Con —— 
dem. What fhall he now do? Why, he is of- 
uy either forced to an entire Suſpenſion of his 
r ſecret Wound, and a 
nion, (tho he can t 
—— prevail with himſelf wholly to quit it,) 
when he finds it clagg ad and embarraſs d Or 
elſe he becomes an Heretick, (as his Neigh- 
bours will call him,) and an Apoſtate from the 
Faith, and openly proſeſſes that, at lat, which 
not long before he expreſs d the utmoſt Abhor- 
rence/and Deteſtation of; of courſe expoſing, 
hÞimfelf to the fame Cenſures which others late- 
Iy:met- with from bim. Sir, I have known 
. my felt ſeveral, both Miniſters and 
ians, whom I have heard expreſſing their 
Indignation n againft Arianiſm, whom yet (to 
my no {mall Amazement) I have found in 
cels of Time 'zeaJous Advocates for it. And 
here (to uſe your own Words in another Caſe) 
“it would be the Height of Uncharitableneſs for 
te any to ſuppoſe them abandon d ed God, or 
under a Fudicial Infatuation.” 
I fee Reaſon to uſe thoſe Words of "MEN 
(which you have ſo frequently and . 
aten 


57 


"ES } 


beaten upon) p. 2. The more I have fludied 
&« and — Ar been acquainted with the any 
Fe the more "ſenſible have I bees that the Path to 
« Heaven lies not here, vix. in a Determination 
te of this Point Once Way or other - 1 


But you will ſay, What is it no matter 
whom we worſhip, or what ſort of Worſhip 
we muſt pay? Tes, Sir, to be ſure, and the 
Scriptures are exceeding plain to this Purpoſe; 
namely, That we muſt worſhip the Father througb 
the Son, by the Afiftance ofthe Holy Spirit. But 
muſt not the Son have Worſbip allo given him? 
Yes, Sir, he muſt, and he muſt be worſhip- 

d too as Mediator, John v. 22, 23. For the 
ather hath committed all Judgment unto the 
Son, that all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as. 
they honour. the Father. Chriſt, as Mediator, 
mult be believed on, truſted in, pray d unto, and 
praiſed. Theſe are Ads of Worſhip. Now, 
Sir, all admit our bleſſed Lord to be infe- 
rior to his Father, conſider d in his Mediatorial 
Capacity. So that you are under a neceſſity of 
diſtinguiſhing here betwixt Worſhip and Wor- 
ſhip, the Worſhip paid to the great God thro- 
a Mediator, and that Worſhip; which is paid to 
the Aaediator him 15 Sir, I ſhould avoid med- 
dling with theſe Things, becauſe Mr. "'N*s 
Sermon is no ways concern'd in em; but 
that you would perhaps otherwiſc inſinuate as 
if chey were 5 paſt over. The Doc- 
trine of Chriſt's Satisfaciam (which you alſo 
take notice of) hath been handled with great 
Warmth by ſuch as have brought heavy 
charges againſt one another about it. Mr. Bax- 
ter himſelf was repreſented by ſeveral of his 
Antagoniſts as Sociniani ing on this Head. I 

don't 


- 


don't wonder, Sir, that Deiffs fo abound, ' | | 
when tis grown fo very hard a Thing for 

Perfons to know what the Principles of Chriſ- . 

tianity are, as ſet forth in Human Creeds, and 

Books of Controverſy. Men have grown wea- 

ry of following bat, about which they find the 

Learned in all Ages. of the Chriſtian Church 

have been hereticating and damning one ano- 

ther, and have been ready to think and ſay 

'tis ail Prieſteraſt. 


Chriſtianity, as it came from our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, as contain'd in the holy 
Scriptures, is very plain and intelligible. What- 
ſoever is neceſſary to be known in order to 
everlaſting Happineſs, may be underſtood bv 
a Child; nor would it ſeem conſiſtent with in- 
finite Wiſdom to have it otherwiſe. But proud 
worms (not content to read their Bibles for 
themſelves, and fancying it a Diſparagement 
to their ſuperior Wiſdom, if their Neighbours 
ſee not the ſame Things as they do) have been 
continually impofing 26% of Orthodoxy, which 
have either ifſucd'in the vile Hypocriſy of thoſe 
on whom they have been impoſed, or the vi- 
left Barbarities of the Impoſers againſt them 
who have juſtly refus'd an external Compliance, 
in oppoſition to an internal Convittion. - Tis 
high time, Sir, for all, eſpecially for Proteſant 
Difſenters, to lay aſide every Thing that has 
the leaſt Appearance of Cerrion. This looks 
ridiculous enough in any, but peculiarly fo 
in us, * whoſe known and avowed Printiple, you P. 271 
te ſay, it is, ond has bern our conſtant Profire” . 3 
(Pray, Sir, read that laſt Clauſe once more, 
and conſider whether it ſtriftly correſponds with 
Truth) «ro allow to every Man the Liberty of privatt 
N KB % Fidgment: 


9 


10 

« Judgment. If indeed you mean by a Li- 
berty of private Fudgment the mere Act of 
Thinking, you allow him no more than what 
is eſſential to him as a Man : Bur if you under- 
ſtand a Liberty to expreſs and exerciſe his pri- 
vate Judgment, many beſides my ſelf will 
think you have over/aſs'g. Can you, Sir, lay your 
Hand upon your Heart, and ſay, both on your 
own and your Brethrens Behalf, that none of 
yu have either directly nor 3 labour'd to 

inder ſuch a Liberty of private Fudgment © That 
no ſingle Perſon, through To Inſtigation or 


Influence, hath met with the leaſt Inconvenience, 


or found any Interruption in the Comforts of 
Lite, by having, or being ſuppos d to have, ſome 
Principles different from what you thought to 
be the Truths of the Goſpel? Harh no one ſuf- 
fer'd in his Reputation with his Friends, or his 
Congregation, and conſequently in his Purſe, b 
any Intimations of your Fears about his Sour 
nes in the Faith? 


You manifeſt a Deſire © that Things ſhould 
ce be put upon a better Foundation, even ſuch as 
&« is more conſiſtent with Chriſtian Liberty, and 
«© the Rights of the Goſpel, and more agreeable 
« to the Purity, Simplicity, and Rules of ſa- 
© cred Scripture.” 


A =&R 


But, Sir, what Reaſon have we to expect 
this, or with what Face can we defire it, whilſt 
we are impoling our Creeds on one another ? 
Will you ſay that voluntary Declarations and 
Subſcriptions are only inſiſted on by yourſeFves ? 
Can you think that any others will inſiſt upon 
ivoluntary ones? Don't you think all deſire, 
as woll as. gourſelves, a chearful is” to 

_ their 


oe ack as a+ it a 
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their Yoke ? or will you ſay, you only inſiſt on 
the * Articles of the Chriſtian Faith? 
Will not the warm Aſſerters of Dioceſan Epi/- 
c i ſame, who ſuppoſe it eſſential to 
the itution of the Chriſtian Church, and 
that all Ordinations, and conſequently all pub- 
lick Miniftrations are void and null without it? 
Nay, are not the Doctrines you mention of the 
Romanifts, viz. Tranſubſtantiation, Infallibility, 
Purgatory, Merit,  Indulgences, Prayi 75 to Saints 
and Angels, reckon'd Fundamentals by them- 
ſelves? Ay, but you'll ſay they are groſly miſ- 
taken. No, they'll ſay, but you are miſtaken, 
Hereticks as you are, nay that conteſs yourſelves 
to be fallible to boot. Or will you ſay, you 
are not for inflicting ſuch Tortures as that 
. ſecuting Church allows? It may be anſwer'd, 
that ”_ want Power to do ſo, that your Nails 
are ſo cloſely par'd, is the Reaſon you don't 
ſcratch ; becauſe you are muzzled, you don't 
bite; that all thoſe Methods which you can uſe 
for the Mortification of Hereticks, you don't 
fail of putting in Practice: Such as examining 
their private Converſation, artfully putting 
Queſtions to them, that you may condemn them 
out of their own Mouths, (not much unlike the 
Oath ex Officio,) inſinuating your deep Concern 
for their reſpective Flocks, and doing what 
ou can to drive the poor Shepherds from 'em, 
y repreſenting them as ſo many Wolves. Who 
can ſay how much farther you would go, were 
oc not reſtrain'd? Arians have been repre- 
ented as Monſters of Mankind, Denyers of the 
Lord that bought *em, Blaſphemers of their bleſſed 
Saviour, Underminers of Chriſtianity, Subverters 
of the Faith of the Goſpel. 1 — Charges a- 


gainſt them are juſt, 5 their Fellou- Creatures 
2 


have 


* 1 
_ 
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have any Authority to chaſtiſe them for ſuch 
Enormitics, I can't ſee why the Romifh Church 
thould be blam'd for raaſting ſuch accurſed 
Villains among other Hereticks. If we think a 
Traitor againſt an earthly Potentate worthy of 
Death, how much more one, who-vilifies the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth ? Is a Martherer of 
his cart hly Father obnoxious to Death, and thall 
ſuch a Viper as this eſcape ? I muſt coptets, tis 
not at all ſurpriſing to hear, that Criminals 
executed for ca — Offences move the Com- 
paſſion of the Vulgar in Popiſb Countries, when 
Hereticks, or ſuch as are ſuſpected to have de- 
parted from the Catholick Faith, arc beheld by 
them under their greateſt Pain without the le 
Uncaſineſs, but rather with an Air of Triumph, 
Nor do I in the leaft doubt from the Satyrical 
Invectives, I have heard dropping from the 
Lips of ſome weak arid injudiciuus, but devout 
and pious Perſons, that in Proteſtant Countries i 
*rwould be an eaſy Thing to work up the Re- 
ſentments of ſuch as innocently, tho“ ignorantly 
exclaim againſt ſometbing they call Hereſy, to 
io great an Height, that they could ſee an Arian 
expiring in the Flames without any concern. 
Not, Sir, that I admit this to be a Teſtimon 
of their Piety or Innocency, but rather of the fad | 
and univerſal Degenoracy of human Nature. 


Well, but may you ſay, Muſt nothing be 
done to ſtop a growing Miſchief? Aut AA 
p.4. viſters ſleep while the Enemy is ſowing Tares ?ꝰ 
Or muſt they ſee them ſon, without endea- 
vouring to p/uck them up? To this I anfwer, 
Let ſuch Methods be us'd as the Goſpel will 
2.25, juſtify. Some of theſe you have mention'd. 
You mult pray for ſuch as /ow the Tares, — | 
| Sk | - 


) - 
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b ee And farther (as p 5» 


ou ſay) you muſt *© xo? do any thing that m 
2 rhe — in their Miftakes.” Bur a — 
and poor defence of the Truths you aſſert, mul- 
tiplying Arguments which are Jittle or nothin 
to the Purpoſe, continual clamours againſt — 
whoſe Arguments you have neither confuted nor 
widertaken the Confutation of, have had ſuch 
a Tendency in Devon. Arianiſin has viſibly in- 
creaſed under the Noſes of thoſe who have made 
uſe of ſuch Methods to ſtop it. You muſt 
conſider Arians as ſtanding on the ſame Foot 
with yourſelf, nor may you or your Brethren 
make uſe of any other ways for tbeir ſuppreſſion, 
than they in their turns may uſe againſt 90. 
Before one and the ſame Judge muſt you and 
they all ſhortly appear: To one Maſter muſt all 
ſtand or fall. . And what if notwithſtanding all 
their involuntary Errors, they thould be abſolv'd 
at laſt * Or what if they ſhould then be in the 
right, and gourſelves mittaken ? Or what if both 
ſides would appear to have laboured under 
very great Miſtakes, as doubtleſs they will? 


But perhaps you'll ſay, Muſt there be no 
Order, no Uniformity obſerv'd in the Church of 
Chriſt? Muſt Perfons believe what -—— hin 
and propagate their Notions to the Diſturbance 
of the Church's Peace, and muſt the re be 
ſilent? To this I fay, If Peace in the World 
be deftroy'd by any * oppoſite to the 
Civil Government, viz. That Dominion is found- 
e in Grace, that no Faith is to be kept with 
Hereticks, that the promiſcuous Uſe of Women is 
Imwful, Ec. they who inftill ſuch Principles 
as theſe into others, or act in Conformity to em 


Themſehves, are doubtleſs expoſed to the juſt 
Animad- 


[ 24 ] 
Animadverſions of earthly Magiſtrates. And 
if reſtleſs, factious Zealots diſturb religious 
Societies by a continual harping on ſome Pecu- 
liarities'; it they are ever promoting Contro- 
verſies about Things wherein wiſe and good Men 
differ, inſtead of provoking to Love and good 
Works, the Members of ſuch Societies may cer- 
tainly withdraw themſelves from em, as E- 
nemies to the Peace of the Church, as well as 
from any other immoral Perſons : Bur if thoſe 
that diſagree from each other in «-” 1 mpgpner] 
Sentiments, can yet harmonize in affection, and 
do endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in tbe 
Bond of Peace, there's then no diſturbance of 
the Church's Order. A miſtaken Zeal for Uni- 
formity has from Age to Age thrown both 
World and Church inta _. dreadful Convuſſions. 
To be ſure in this imperfect State, where there 
is ſo great a Diverſity of Opinions, and Where 
Men are found (as they advance in Life) ſo 
often to differ even from themſelves, nothing but 
moſt horrid Prevarication, both with God and 
Man, can ſupport an outward Unitormity in 
Principles. The ſafeſt Rule we can follow, is, 
that which our bleſſed Lord hath left us, 
Mat. vii. 12. Therefore all Things, whatſoever ye 
would that Men (ould do to you, do ye even ſo 
to them for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
You may ſay, indeed, that if ever you ſhould 
become an Arian, and think as meanly of 
Chriſt as ſuch a one does, You ſhould deſerve 
as /zvere, nay far worſe Treatment than thoſe 
of that Denomination have met with : And 
ſo a Papiſt may ſay, if ever he ſhould turn 
Heretick, he'll give any one leave to flay bim 
alive. Things of this Nature are caſily ſaid 
by Men in Eaſe and Proſperity, with Reference 
$54 ro 
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to Perſons and Things they diſlike z but when 
themſelves are cramp'd, will ſoon fly to the 
ſame Arguments for the Removal of their 
Grievances, which have never fail d of being 
us d by Men of all Denominations, Proteſtants, 
Papiſts, Jews, Turks, Sc. when reſtrain'd in 
their Religious Liberties. 


You ſay, „that it is generally found by Ex- P. 19. 


« perience, that Good Doctrines lead to Good 
« Practices,” and charge Mr. N. with a great 
Omiſſion here, as forbearing “ to inſtruct the 
„ Tenorant and Unbelieving World in the glo- 
« rious Truths and Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
« gg. to which the practical Part is ſubſe- 
« quent.” But, Sir, be pleas'd to conſider a 
little not only Mr. N's Text (which I have 
already taken ſome Notice of) but his Auditory. 
He preach'd a Sermon not to Turks, or Fews, 
or Pagans, or indeed Arians or blinded Papiſts, 
but reform'd Proteſtants, and Proteſtant Divines. 
However, ſeveral Glorious Truths were men- 
tion'd by him, whoſe Connexion with Practical 
Chriſtianity he obſerv'd in ſeveral Pages. 


But how came he to omit the Eternal Deity 
of the Son of God? Why, Sir, Mr. N. might 
think it needleſs to diſcourſe upon it in ſuch a 
Pulpit as had for ſeveral Years more or leſs 
rung of it, and had made divers fick of the 
Controverſy, who found — Diſcourſes 
more pleaſing and profitable. 


Beſides (not that I would ſuggeſt any Thing 
to detract from ſo ſublime a Myſtery) it muſt 
be acknowledged, that Multitudes who have 
proteſs*d the Soundneſs of their Faith in the 

Trinity, 


\ 
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Frinity, have walk'd as irregularly. as the gbeat- 
eſt Oppugners of it.. You know, 55 the Church 


of Rome afferts a Trinity in Unity, and the 
Doctors of that Communion have been great 
and Learned. Defenders of it; who, whilſt they 
have been warm Advocates: for our Saviour's 
Deity, have plunder'd him of al his Offices, 
Prophetical, Prieftly, and Kingly, and invaded 
his: Prerogative. But to come nearer home, 
there are many Thouſands in our Land whoſe 
Faith in our Saviour's Deity is profeſsꝰ d, whilft 
in Works they deny him. This I mention on che 
Account of thoſe many ſevere Reflections oc- 
curring in your Letter to Mr. M. as if he had 
entirely ſubverted Practical Chriſtianity, inſtead 
= 1 it, by ſaying nothing upon 76 
ic le. | | 


_ This on the Doctrine of the Trinity you aſ- 
ſert, tho'in flat Contradi&ion to your Title. Page; 
[A Letter to Mr. Nation in Defence of the. Al- 
mbly, Sr.) to be the chief Occafion. of your 
Letter; © But I can aſſure you, the Vindiration of 
« ourſelves is the leaſt part of our Concern. It 
4 7s the Vindication of the Eternal Deity of the 
4 Son and Holy Ghoſt ; tis the Vindication of 
© the Faith againſt the growing Errors broach'd' 
among us, that is the chief Occaſion of this 
Letter.“ *Tis ſomewhat ſtrange” that you 
ſhould ſo ſoon forget yourſelf, (the Words 
that I have cited being — very few Lines 
from the Title Page) that when the Letter is 
ſaid to be in Defence of the Aſembly, yet you 
aſſure Mr. N. the Defence of the Aſembiy is 
the leaſt part of your Cuncern, and the chief 
Occaſion of your Letter is ſomething elſe. 1 
won't ſay, Sir, as you do, to Mr. N.. © that 
1 | you 


F 
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& you Ne this in gour undigefted Way” ; but let 


me tell you, tis ſuch a Slip as expoſeth One who 
writes in ſo aſſuming a Manner as yourſelf. 


And, good Sir, What is it after all, that 
ou have written in Vindication of the Eternal 
Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt. A Man muſt 
have a nicer Diſcernment than either Mr. NM. or 
myſelf, that can find Ten Lines from the Be- 
ginning to the End of your Letter in Vindica- 
tion of the Eternal Deity of either of them. 
Vou have indeed interſpers*'d ſome Orations 
from Learned Names, to prove Socinians and 
Arians guilty of Idolatry from their own 
Schemes. But what have you advanc'd an 
where in direct Vindication of the Truth their 
Schemes oppoſe? Surely, Sir, ſomething of this 
Kind might very juſtly have been expected 
from you after ſo ſolemn a Profeſſion of your 
Concern. 


bol we, ſay you, be filent when you make P. 4. 


ce ſo light of the great Principles of Chriſtianity, 
« and eh are labouring to 7 * 2 of = | 
Hands, how ſhould we anſiver it to him who hath 
c caution'd us ayainſt Sleeping while the Enemy 
ce is ſowing Tares ? We dare not purchaſe Peace at 
&« the Expence of Truth.” 


Again, you ſay to Mr. N. “ If inſtead of P. s. 


e endeawouring to promote Practical Chriſtianity, 
c youu had not exerted yourſelf with ſo much 
« Warmth t int the Value of o many Important 
„Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, upon which a 
« regular Pracbice of it muſt be eſtabliſi d &c. 


C Again 
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Again, Jam ſure you ſpoil d all again aftern 


ward, when you put ſo great a Slight upon the 
Articles of Faith in many Places Whereas 


&« the very Controverſies now depending do palpably 
% ſtrike at the Foundation of Chrittianity, and 
* the Errors lately reviv'd do alter the whole 
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Frame of the Chriſtian Religion, bring in a- 
nother Goſpel, and deeply affect both our Wor- 
ſhip and Practice. | 


Accordingly, you tell Mr. N. this © manifeſt 
Contempt which you put upon the great big 

of Faith now diſputed (wherein no leſs than | 
ternal Deity is concernd) greatly offended ſome 


3, 


of your Brethren,” | 
Again you charge Mr. N with “ throwin 

up the Faith with reſpec to the Deity of Chrit 

and the Holy Spirit, without one Struggle for 
15. 5 


. You ſay © This way of proceeding muſt cer- 


cc 


tainly, be intended high:y in Favour of Soci- 

nians, Arians, Pclagians, Ec. 

&« Upon the whole (you ſay) it is very evident 

ay little Regard to thoſe vaſt and 
ſcoveries in the Goſpel, which are 

the Fruit of pure Revelation, 


Again, © Had you manifeſted any tolerable 
Regard to thoſe Truths which you knew to be 
of ſo great Account with moſt of your Audi- 
tors, &c. | 


You charge Mr. N. with making Reflec- 


tions on A who have ſtood up for the true 


and 


CO TI nn IF 
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. 
and proper Deity of our Saviour and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and for the Importance of theſe Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel which of late Years have 
been denied by many. | 


You : ay, « It ſcems to be the plain Drift of P. 


« your Introduction and Application fr/t to re- 
c preſent the Difference between thoſe who aſſert, 
« and thoſe who deny the Deity of our Saviour 
& and the Holy Gholt, to be [mall and inconſide- 
« rable, and then to load theſe that have appear'd 
c any way zealous in Defence of the Trinity with 
& your uncharitable Reflections. 


Certainly (ſay you again) you could have no juft P. 


Occaſion to have areſs'd up the Defenders of Chritt's 
Deity in ſo frightful a Livery as here, and in 
p- 31 and za. you have done. However, (ſay you) 
while they themſelves (i. e. your Brethren) do Le- 
licve the proper Godhead of our Saviour and the 
Holy Ghoſt, they cannct but think, that thoſe 
who deny it are guilty of a very dangerous Error. 


Aſter ſuch Exaggerations as theſe, ſuch cvut- P. 27. m/ 
ting Rebukes, a Friend to the Arians might well P 


be ſuppos'd to be in ſome Pain for em; and 
an Enemy to the Ne Scheme on the other Hand 
to rejoice at the Proſpect of what was coming. 


It might be thought, theſe Adverſaries of our 


Saviour's Deity, would now be unmask'd from 
Head ta Foot, be ſtripp'd to the very Skin, 
be ferreted out ofevery lurking Hole, and forc'd 
from their ſtrongeſt Intrenchments; but inſtead 
hereof, there's nothing but empty Noiſe and 
Clamour. Perhaps, Sir, you may Imagine, 

ſome ot your Readers will take your heavy and 

unreaſonable Reproaches of Mr. N. for not vin- 
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20 
dicating his Lord's Divinit TY, in the room of a 
Vindication of it from you elf, but I am ve 
apprehenſive many. of em will think that of 
the Poet very applicable to you. 


uid tanto dignum tulit hic promiſſor hiatu ꝰ 


You blame Mr. N. for ſaying, if practical Reli- 
gion were ſecur d, it world ſecure all the reſt, And, 
Str, don't you take this to be a great Truth : ? 
They who Eee the Laus of Chriſt, do ſurely 
keep the Faith of Chriſt. A Goſpel Converſation 
neceſſarily demonſtrates a Goſ 8 Faith, as the 
Cauſe is demonſtrated by the Ente. If there 
is no ſuch Thing as a May s ſhewing his Faith 4 
his Works, St. James was miltaken, Chap. ii. 1 
And ſo was our Saviour too, When he taught 
a Tree was to be known by his Fruits; nay, 
you ſay yourſelf, p. 19. Faith the Root, and 
good Works the Fruit. Now if a Man hath good 
Works the Fruit, muſt he not have F with the 
Rot? Mr. N. ſo confounds Orthodoxy in Opi- 
nion with practical Chriſtianity, as not to ſup- 
poſe em capable of a Separation: Thou * in 
their forma} Conſideration they are two Thi 

i.e. Faith is not Practice, and Practice is = 
HOI are they neceſſarily united in every 

true Chriſtian, nor can they be any more di 
Join'd than the Sun and the L. Light that proceeds 
from it. If I ſee not a ſound Life, I may juſt- 
ly infer the want of a 5 Faith; nll 5 1 
ſee a ſound Lite, I preſently conclude there is 
a ſound Faith. And it would be as abſurd for 
me to call in queſtion the Orthodoxy of a 
practical Chriſtian, as it would to ask whe- 
ther the Sun ſhines at Noon-day. If you can 
get a Man to walk, you have no need to doubt 
Whether 
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whether he has Feet; if you ſee a Bird flying, 
ou may reckon it has Wings. I will alfo 

Aka infer the Heterodoxy or Unſoundneſs & 
every vicious Perſon: Let him talk never fo 
long or loud of his Soundneſs in the Faith, if I 
can prove him an habitual} Drunkard, an Whore- 
monger, or a griping Knave, I prove him, ipſo 
fad, an Heretick. But mayn t ſuch a one have 
ſound Principles? No ſurely, he can't; he muſt 
have recourſe to ſome fuch Notions (as Mr. N. 
juſtly preſſes us to Jabour to reform. our People 
from) to guard him from Midnight Terrors, 
and thoſe .9ualms which would otherwiſe more 
frequently atiault him. 


You ſpeak, indeed, with ſome Indignation p. 28. 

, againſt this Advice given by him; but, alas, miſprined. 
Sir! the longer I live in the World, the more 
Reaſon I ſee to warn Perſons of ſuch Errors as 
theſe, viz. As long as they believe aright, tis no 
matter how they live; that Chriſt will be their 
Saviour, and God will, be merciful. unto them, tho 
they, go on to rebel againſ# him. I put to the Score 
of theſe Opinions that Diſſoluteneſs of Man- 
ners among the Papiſts, who, as long as they 
are ſound in the Car HR FATT RN, commit 
the moſt monſtrous Impieties without Remorſe, 
not doubting but their Orthodoxy will make a- 

mends for all. I likewiſe place to the Account 

of theſe Antinomiap Errors the many Abomina- 

tions committed in this Kingdom. hat Mul- 

titudes here value themſelves on their Adhe- 
» rence to the Orthodox Church of England, tho' 
ony drink up Iniquity as the Ox drinketh Wa- 
ter? With what Contempt will they ſpeak of 


Schiſm and Schiſmaticks * And however ſpetle/s 
the Characters and Converſations of thoſe 2 
* y | cy 


. 


i * 
they traduce may be, they'll profeſs their Suſ- 
picion of their ertittfal State, however ſecure of 
their own they appear while adding Drunkenneſs 
to Thirſt. Should not, Sir, every Miniſter of 
the Goſpel bear his Teſtimony againſt ſuch exe- 
crable Enthufiaſm © But, you'll ſay, how does 
this affect our People? Why, Sir, to be plain 
with you, I can't think Cautions againſt fuch 
me. Doctrines uſeleſs even as to hem. 

hen our Congregations were in their greateſt 
Purity and Perfection, ſome ſuch accurſed 
Weeds have ſprung up, if the Accounts of 
Mr. Baxter and many others may be depended 
upon. But ſince we have ſo much degenerated 
from the * of our Anceſtors, your Re- 
mark on Mr. NM. looks exceeding prepoſterous, 
Can you think all who attend on our Miniſtry 
are abſolutely free from Imaginations ſo grate- 
ful to corrupt Nature, and therefore molt gree- 
dily ſucks in ? 5 ih 


'The more, Sir, I think both on Mr. N's 
Sermon and your Letter, the more Reaſon does 
there appear to me to oppole Antinomianiſm. 
Tis from this Root of Bitterneſs ſo many are 
defil'd. I allow, Sir, Perſons of all Denomi- 
nations may be immoral}, but I can't ſuppoſe 
their Immoralities owing to thoſe peculiar. Sen- 
timents, whereby they are diſtinguiſh'd into 
Parties, but thoſe Antinomian Errors which more 
or leſs prevail among ſome ofevery Se. The Deiſ?s 
themſelves (I mean ſuch of em as are diſtin- 
gb from ee are oblig'd, purſuant to the 

rinciples of natural Religion, to a ſober Life; 
and when they give themſelves at any time a 
looſe, muſt betake themſelves for Shelter to the 
foremention d Errors. We commonly impute the 
great 


37> as 


Freat Licentiouſneſs in Morals among us to a 
icentiouſneſs in Principles, and very juſtly. 

But what Principles? Do: hink Drunkards 

reel in our Streets, Adulterers defile their 
Neighbours Beds, perjur'd Rogues abound in 
City and Country, Ec. becauſe they are turn'd 
ARIANS, or SOCINIANS,OT PELAGIANS, c? 

Is it not rather becauſe they either believe no 

God at all, or have ſuch unworthy and deteſt- 

able Idea's of him, as incourage them in ſo 
horrid a Violation of his Laws? Mr. N. has 

not therefore been guilty of a n groundleſs 

and unjuſt Reproach, nor yet a baſe and wicked p. 29. 
Charge (as you repreſent him) but what too miſprinted. 
many living Inſtances will juſtify him in. Pray, 

Sir, forbear thoſe Triumphs and Inſults, when 
flagrant Matters of Fact are ſo ſorroful and 
melancholy a Contradiction to them. 


« General Reflections, you ſay, muſt be found- Ibid. 
cc ed on the Temper or Actions of particular Perſons, 
9 putalay 5 they muſt needs be unrighteous 
ce groundleſs.” 


Do youmean, Sir, that the Men on whoſe 
Temper or Aions ſuch Reflections are founded, 
muſt be always perſonally preſent, or otherwiſe 
they muſt needs be Wa NG In yourgene- 
88 againſt Vice and Profaneneſs, 
do you think it neceſſary that Perſons obnoxious 
= be ſtill under the Pulpit, in order to ſupport 
the Equity of your Charges? Surely a Preacher 
may inveigh with as great Warmth and Pun- 

ency as he can againſt Swearing, Murder, 
heft, Sodomy, Sc. tho” there ſhould not be 
one Swearer, Murderer, Ec. in the whole 


Congregation, Whercfore Mr. N. may * 
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be defended, if there were none, either N. 
aiſters or People, then in the Way to fall under 
his general Reflect. 


Ay but you'll fay, there were certain, in that 


Aſſembly, whom Mr. M was fuppos'd to have 
his Eye upon. 

Sir, 1 am heartily forty there ſhould be the 
leaſt Nom for ſuch a Suppoſition that does ma- 
nifeſtly rect Diſbonour on any in an Aſſembly 
of Proteſtant Diſſenting Minifters ; that there 
thould be Ground to ſuſpect the Preacher muſt 
mean ſome of his Brethren, as liable to the 
Imputation of having a blind, a furious Zeal, 
and a perſecnting Spirit, Sc. A Perſon may 
acclaim as long as he pleaſes againſt common 
Proſtitutes before a Company of honourable Ma- 
trons, whoſe Character is well known, and 
Reputation throughly eſtahliſſi d, without any 
Complaints of his carrying a diſtaſteful Mix- 
ture of Party-Bufmeſs in his Inve#ives ; nay, he 
may juſtly expect the Approbation and Thanks 
of all his Hearcrs, the Conſciouſneſs of whoſe 
Innocency ſecretly refreſhes them, when the 
find the Scandals of their Sex (tho' never 15 
ſmartly) cxpos'd. 


But you know, Sir, (the Comparifon I own 
is ſome what homely) gaul d Horſes will wince © 
Sores catt't bear rubbing, and the greater wa? 
are, the more Pain does even a gentle Touch 
of the Finger give him that labours under them. 
When there has been an Abſtinence from all Ap- 
ory of Evil, with what Aſſurance and Satiſ- 
action in a Man's own Breaſt may the ſevereſt 
Strictures on the Conduct of others be heard? 


I am 


F | / 

„ + a. 
I am pretty ſure ſuch a Sermon as Mr. N's 
would not have been thought exaſperating, had 
it been preach d before many (not to ſay any) 
other Aſſemblies of Diſſenting Minifters in the 
Kingdom. For (I ſpeak it to the Honour of 
Non-conformiſts and Non- conformity in general,) 
that, bating a few rigid Gentlemen in the Weſt, 
and here and there one in ſome other Parts of the 
Kingdom, there was never a more perfect Conſiſ- 
tency betwixt the Principles and Practices of thoſe 
who ſeparate from the Natibnal Eſtabliſpment; 
nor was their Cuuſe ever defended with greater 
Effort of 'Thought and Argument, nor with 
more anſwerable Succeſs than in the preſent 
Age. *Tis too well known to admit of the 
leaſt rational Doubt, that vaſt Numbers, who 
ſeldom or never join with us in publick Wor- 
ſhip, yet entirely harmonize in thoſe Principles 
which juſtiſy our Separation from the Church of 
England. It has been too juſt an Obſervation, that 
as practical Chriſtianity declines, ſo does the 
Intereſt of Nonconformity in proportion; and 
one Reaſon of the ſo great Declenſion of both 
has been the Fury and Irritation wherewith 
Controverſies have been manag d. About ſuch 
Things (and in ſuch @ Way) as exceed the Ap- 
prehenſions of the common People, and which 
get; were they more throughly underſtood than 
they are, would have no certain or neceſſary In- 
fluence on the great Duties of Chriſtianity. 
"Tis not ſtrange to find Perſons who are per- 
petually amuſing themſelves with Speculations 
in Religion, and endeavouring to ſettle their 
Judgments aright, ſenſibly cool in the deyo- 
tional Part, and feel a ſad Languor of Affec- 
tions with regard to real ſubſtantial Godlineſs. 
Tis not, Sir, a Want of contending for the 
D Faith, 
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Faith, but our headftroug and headlong Con- 
tendings about it, that have ſo ſunk the Prac- 
rice. of true Virtue and Piety amongſt us, and 
expoſed both Nonconformity in particular, and 
Chriſtianity in 1 to the Deriſion and 
Scorn of Infidels. How many Thouſands of 
pious Souls have gotten ſafely to Heaven, that 
never underſtood five Lines of thoſe Contro- 
verſics, about which the learned Zealots of the 
Age have been ſo fiercely ſquabbling? I can 
therefore ſee no Cauſe for that haughty Para- 


graph of yours, wherein you thus expreſs 


yourſelf: 


« Upon the whole, moſt of your Brethren 


thought that neither the Time nor thg, 
&« nor the Preacher, were proper tor theſe Re- 
« flections.” AN 


Sir, whatever Parties too nearly concern d might 
think (Who are not allow d to be the beſt Judges 
in their own Caſe,) many others have thought 
the Time very proper. When ſo many Miniſ- 
ters were met together, 'twas not ſurely inex- 

dient to warn them of thoſe Things, which, 
if not guarded againſt, had an apparent Ten- 


. dency to diſgrace both them and their Miniſ- 


trations. Mr. M. ſays indeed, I do not charge 
any here with theſe Things; for particular 
Charges againſt particular Perſons would be 
very rude and indecent, but (you may obſerve) 
he does not ſay that none here were chargeable 
with zone of the Things which he had men- 
tion'd. *Tis a Method no way unbecoming a 


. Pulpit, to wrap up particular Charges in general 


Expreſſions, and to mingle thoſe Things where- 
with none preſent can juſtly be charg'd, with 


others, 


1 
others, to the Charge of which they are 0b- 


noxious, and leave it to the Conſciences of ſuch 
as are concern'd to take their proper Share. 


Nor has the Place been thought leſs proper 
for ſuch a Sermon: In a Pulpit too much us'd 


{8 I am greatly miſinform'd) for ſeveral paſt 


Years to fruitleſs and vexatious Conteſts, to 
ſatyrical Scorns, to uncharitable Cenſures, An- 
tidotes againſt theſe could not be unſeaſonabl 

dropp'd. You ſay, „When ſuch very ill 
Things are vented on theſe publick Occaſions 
« againſt onc another, they are apt to foment 
“ Strites and Diviſions among Miniſters and 
& People.” Sir, it ought to be conſider'd whe- 
ther ſuch very ill Things are true Things, next 
whether they are publick Things; if ſo, they 
may come under a public Reprehenſion. There 
is a Paſſage in a certain Author to this Purpoſe, 


(Truth and Liberty, p. 94.) © I would fain 


& know whether we may'nt ſpeak of the Arian 
&« or any other Error, as it doth deſerve, 
& without Injuſtice or Violence, without being 
« Slanderers or Revilers, c.“ Is not this as 
applicable to Fas as Notions. A faithful Mo- 
nitor can't be accountable for the Conſcquences 
of his Reproots, which are to often Contuſions, 
Calumnies, Backbitings, Whiſperings, Sc. in- 
ſtead of a thankful Acknowledgment of ſuch his 
Faithfulneſs, and that Reformation which ſhould 
follow after it. And, Sir, let me tell you, if 
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« our Diſputes had been ſo happily dropp'd” (as P. 3. 


you ſuggett) this Sermon ſo maniteſtly calcula» 
ted to — Peace, could not poſſibly have re- 
duv'a them. 
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Nor yet in the laſt Place, can I think the 
Preacher ſo very improper for this Work as 

ou would repreſent him. You'll do well to 
inform the World, Sir, of what Age, what 
Reading, what Reputation, what Study and Ac- 
quaintance with the World a Man had need be, 
who dares to preach a Sermon according to bzs 
own Conviftion and _ of Things, before the 
Aſſembly of the united Minifters of Devon and 
Cormwali in Exan, that none in Time to come 
may dath againſtthe ſame Rock on which Mr. N. 
hath ſplir, and for which you have ſo 70% 
him in your Letter. To ſpeak my own Mind 
freely, I chought him peculiarly fitted for that 
Province atlign'd him, as a Convert from cee 
at leaſt from ſome Degrees thereot, which 
ſecms to inſinuate he was top much poſſeſsd of 
heretofore. He has not indeed openly renounced 
bis Agreement with his Brethren in the Faith 
which he profeſſeth ; but it he has openly renoun- 
ced any Narrowneſs of Spirit, any undue Warmth 
which proceeded from his Ignorance, let him 
have his juſt Kacomium, Tis not, Sir, with an 
#1 Grace that a Man mentions his Reading, Stu- 
dy, and Arquaintance with the World, as far as 
theſe have taught him more a and Humility, 
have made him 5 cenſorious, and have dispos'd 
him to exerciſe Charity towards all good Men, 
and -love ſuch who love God, and arc loved 
by him, whatever facbious Names gin may be 


diftinguiſh'd by. "Twas (I thought) a very 
graceful Appearance that Mr. N. made, when 
(notwithſtanding his 7outh, and the Lothneſs 
uſually found in younger Years to confeſs a 
Miſtake) he could ſo boldly and bravely own 
himſelf to have been in an Error. Ah! that 
there were more Examples of this kind, that 

2 | Kan Men 
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Men would not think it a neceſſary Point of 
Honour aluays to defend that which they have 


once undertaken the Defence of. Many, both 


in City and Country, have not been aſham'd to 


own themſelves miſtaken, nor can I fee that 
ſuch a Confeſ/ion has at all turn d to their Diſ- 
credit, or at leaſt that it ought to do ſo. 


Tis therefore, Sir, (to uſe your own Words 


in another Caſe) © a very large, and I doubt a P. 21, 


4 raſb Expreſſion of yours to Mr. M when you 


« How much ſocver you may think your 39 


ſay 

« Reflections will ftick on thoſe at whom they 
« were levell'd, and leſſen their Reputation, 
© *tis MOST CERTAIN they will prove an In- 
“jury to one for whom they were leaſt intend- 
ed, even the Preacher himſelf, who hereby 
© ſinks his own Character, with ALL wisE 
4 and 6ooÞ Men.” Pray, Sir, read it over 
again, and conſider whether 'tis not a bold and 
unprov'd Aſſertion. By what Authority 1s it that 
= engroſs all Wiſdom and Goodneſs to your 
elf, and thoſe who think and ſpeak according 
to your Mind? It the Church of Rome talks in 
ſuch a manner, who in her very great W 
confines all the Wiſdom and Goodneſs to herſelf, 
tis With an / Grace that ſuch a Saying drops 
from the Pen of a Proteſtant Diſſenter. But to 
ſet you a little at rights here, I ſhall for your 
Information tranſcribe Part of a Letter which 
F very lately receiv d from the City where the 
Sermon was preach'd. | 


] have made it my Buſineſs to enquire into 
© the Senſe of many of my Acquaintance as to 
„ Mr. Nation's Sermon, and can now aſſure 


you, notwithſtanding that bold Aſertion ot 


« Mr. 
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Sen © of bichaving d his Chanttes 


with all wiſe and good Men, there is not the 
© leaſt Foundation for it, ſo that you may ven- 
ture to tell P. C that you find he is a Stran- 
ger not only to other Parts of the World, 
but even to that City in which the Sermon 
* was preach'd: For even amongſt thoſe there, 
© that conſtantly attend upon the Miniſtry of 
his Brethren, there were many of the „ry 
* Rank for Subſtance, as well as for Wiſdom 
* and Goodneſs, that did and do till approve of 
Nr. Nation's Sermon; and not only ſo, but 
lock upon his Attempt to ruin the Character, 
© arid conſequently the Lſeſulneſs of the Au- 
“ thor, to be very baſe and wicked.” 


There's another Thing, Sir, I can't forbear 
remarking in your Letter, viz. Your meddling 
ſo much as you do with Mr. M's Converſation 
in private, and the Influence this hath over him, 
thus: © Ir is well known that you have been 
very free in your private Cenſures about this 


Matter.“ 28. « Would not you yourſelf 


& havecenſur'd us among your inward Friends?“ 
And, „What can any think, but that you 
« were governed more by your Afections, or 
« ſome one that hath an Aſcendant over you, 
& than by your Reaſon and Underſtanding”? 
Once more, «© Few (who read your Sermon 
& or know how much you make it your Buſi- 
&« neſs to aſper/e them, i. e. your Brethren in pri- 
c vate) can calily believe, that you abound in 
“Charity towards ſuch. *Tis well known in 
«© what Channels the ſtrongeſt Streams of your 
& Charity run.” Do you look, Sir, on theſe 
Paſſages as becoming a Scholar or a Gentleman? 
Are they not Inſinuations too mean for a Perſon 
ct polite Education? Are you angry with * 

ir, 


I 1 


Sir, becauſe he does not conſult you about the 
Choice of his Friends? That he ventures (young 
us he * into promiſcuous Company without 
your Leave and Direction? Poſſibly Mr. N. 
might herein be mov d by the Pſalmiſt's Exam- 
ple, who ſaid Pſal. cxix. 63. I am a Companion 
of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep 
thy Precepts. And for my Part, I can't condemn 
him forhis regarding ſuch a Precedent, tho' Mr. 
P. C. ſhould be never ſo much diſpleas d. 


But may you ſay; What, Can they be ſu 
wry to 4 Ged who deny the Deity of the 


n of God? Was not Mr. M. told, “ that P. 17, 


« Works without Faith were dead, as well as 
« Faith without Works 7” And can ſuch an In- 
fiael as an Arian is, perform any Duties acce 
table in the ſight of God? To which I freely 
reply, I am perſuaded He may; and that 
Good Works will be accepted by a good and 
gracious God thro' the Merits of Chriſt, with- 
out Fal TH in any diſtinguiſhing Schemes, on 
the Account whereof, too many are prone to 
aſſume to themſelves the Name of true Believers. 
The want of Faith in Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, or a 
Presbyterian Parity, the want of Faith in Pædo- 
baptiſm, or Antipædobaptiſm, the want of Faith 
in the Fir} Day Sabbath, as oppos'd to the Se- 
venth, or the Seventh as oppos'd to the Firſt, 
with a Multitude of Things beſides, will never 
render good Works dead and uſeleſs. Theſe 
(you may ſay) are (ircum ſtantials, but will not 
Want of Faith in Fundamentals ſpoil the beſt 
Works? To this I anſwer, Truths, however 
Fundamental they are to thoſe who ſee them, 
or Imagine they ſee them to be ſo, are ſo far 


from being Fundamental to him, that, after = 
ſtri 
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n 
ſtrict and Impartial Search in his Bible, cane 
fad em there, that they ceaſe to be any Truths 
at all, as to himſelf e not that a Perſon's Be- 
lief or Di belief of a Propoſition will change the 
Nature of it, confider'd ab/fra#ly; For Inſtance, 
my believing. the . Arian Scheme to be right 
does not wake it right, nor will my Believing 
it to be falſe make it falſe. But it after my 
ſeriuus Addreſſes to Heaven for Inſtruction, join'd 
with my fucere Endeavours, I find the Eternal 
Deity ot the Son of God, and his Equality with 
the Father in the Bible, I muſt believe it, and 
(it providentially call'd thereto) profeſs it in 
© the Face of the greateſt Oppoſition, and ſtand 
boldly to it in ſpihte of Men or Devils. Or if 
after the ſame Application to the Father of 
Lights, jow'd with the like ;#ncere Endeavours, 
n Brother (whether my Superior or Inferior 
in Natural or Acquir'd Parts) cannot find the 
Eternal Deity of the Son of God, Ec. ar leaſt 
in the ſame Senſe that I can; (but believes the 
Arian Scheme to be true, and the Triniturian to 
be falſe) he is under the ſame Obligations to 
adhere to what he thinks the Faith of the Goſ- 
pet, as Tam: And as a Trinitarian would act 
a vile Part to profeſs himſelf an Arian, ſo an 
Arian would be equally vile to profeſs himſelf 
a Trinitarian. Both therefore the One and the 
Other muſt keep on in the Way of their Duty, 
according, to their beſt Light bere; and while 
the 5 5 may both of em refreſh themſelves 
with the cheartul Hopes of a State of perfe# 
£:ght hercafter. | 


. Wherefore Mr. N. may very eaſily be des 
fended in thoſe Words which he uſeth, p. 36. 
of his Sermon, viz. that God will make all Al. 

lowances 
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wances for the meer Errors of Mens Underſtands 
ings. And the Citations from John viii. 21. John P =. 
nm. 18. ferve not in the leaft your Purpoſe, Fot 
nothing is more plain, than this, that the Un- 
belief of the ſews was not a meer Error of 
their Underfandings, but rather of their Wills. 
Their Prejudices at the Meanneſs of our Savi- 
our's Birth, their Fondneſs for ſecular Gran- 
deur, their Expectations of Ore who ſhould 
reſcue them from their preſent Bondage under 
the Romans, Cs. were the Cauſes of their 
Disbeliet. "Theſe things blinded their Reaſon, 
and prevented their Impartial Inquiries into the 
Truth, which had they Ancerely fought, they 
{ſhould have found. 


I muſt therefore own my great Diſlike of 
that Paragraph in your Letter, wherein you P. 57, 58 
ſeem to trample on Sincerity. “ Nor ſhould a 
& Pretence, lay you, that Perſons are fincere in 
«< what they profeſs (Which you tell Mr. N. 
ce is what he harps upon) be of any Weight in 
ce this Caſe to keep any from a riſtian and 
©-Caln Oppolitton of ſpreading Errors.“ So 
far you are Right. To be ſure, whether the 
Pretence be real or otherwiſe, a Chriſtian and 
ulm Oppoſing of Errors is defenſible: But tis 
certainly worth your while to re-examine the 
Reaſon you have aſſign'd for it, viz. Becauſe it 
is not Mens STNCERITY in Errors that will ex- 
ruſe them. What, Sir, do you think will ex 
ruſe them? Will their Hyeocxrsy do it? If 
they ſwim down the popular Current, and 
profeſs to aſſent unto that which the GREAT - 
EST or the MosT do call Orthodox (whether 
they really believe it, or not) will that excuſe 
them? What Comfort, Sir, can a Man my 
IH F. ite 
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Life or Death without Sincerity ® Under all 
the Apprehenſions of his Folly and Darkneſs, 
what can refreſh him but the Conſciouſneſs of. 
his /ncere Deſire to know and do his Maſter's 
Will? Who can underfland bis Errors? The 
moſt knowing Divine, the moſt ſagacious In- 
quirer ſecs Reaſon to confeſs his Imperfections 
in many things. Whither then can ſuch a One 
retreat, but to his Sincerity * What, Sir, but 
this can ſupport you in the Courſe of your Mi- 
niſtry, in the ſeveral Parts of your Conduct ? 
What but this will kcep you from Deſpondency 
in your laſt Moments? A Reflection on the In- 
finite Mercies of the great God, on the Infinite 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, on the glorious Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, will not afford you the leaſt 
Satisfaction; except you can appeal to the Sear- 
cher of Hearts concerning your Sincerity ; un- 
leſs you believe that every Individual ſhall go 
to Heaven; or that the bold, preſumptuous 
Reliance of an Infincere Wretch on the Blood of 
Chriſt will bring him thither, and fo fall into 
the very Dregs of Antinomianiſm. Ah! Is 
your Zcal againſt Errors come to this? Are you 
willing to daſh in pieces the Hopes of Chriſ- 
tians in all Ages, who have juſt Reaſon to fear 
they labour under groſs Errors, nay who are 
ſure they cannot but be in Errors, as long as 
they are on this tide of Heaven? Would you 
cripple at once all their Expectations of future 
Bleſſedneſs, whilſt they act according to the 
beſt of their Light and Knowledge, with con- 
ſtant Dependance on Divine Grace, by aſſur- 
ing them that their Sincerity in Errors won't 
excuſe them? that is to ſay, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Pains they have taken for a juſt 
Information in the Will of God, after the Sin- 


cereſt 


LT 


cereſt Endeavours they have uſed to underſtand 
it, if they miſtake in ſome, Point, (as tis ten 
- Thouſand'to One but they will; nay impoſſible 
but they ſhoula,) tor ſo doing they are liable to 
Everlaſting Damnation. 


Looy ce pet exrog Eprocg 039vTHyY, 


were it in his Power) would deſtroy /ncere 
hriſtians, as well as rotten Hypocrites, that 
Infernal Fiends would triumph in the Ruin of 
the Bet, as well as the Wor, bur can you ; 
ah! can you think it of the bleſs'd God? Can 


You might have 3 55 that the DRvII 


you conceive any thing ſo oppoſite to infinite 
Goodneſs ? not to ſay, infinite Juſfice? Gen. 


xviii, 25. That be far from thee to do after this 
Manner, to flay the Righteous with the Wicked, and 
that the Righteous ſhall be as the Wicked, that be 
far from thee - ſhall not the Fudge of all the Earth 
do Right? 


Vou proceed, © St. Paul, I muſt think, was 
“% very fincere, whilſt a blaſpheming, perſecuting, 
„ injurious Few.” 


This daring and horrid Aſſertion is far more 
Hoc king than any Thing 2 can find in Mr. N's 
Sermon. Either, Sir, I can have no Idea of 
Sincerity (as commonly ud and underſtood) or 
what you here ſay is as contradictory to Truth 
as Darkneſs to Light. Pray, Sir, examine 
your Bible, and ſee whether you can meet 
with any very /incere Blaſphemers, very fincere 
Perſecutors or injurious Wrethes there. I could 
heartily wiſh you had been faſt a/ſeep when 


your unguarded Pen was ſowing ſuch pernicious 
E 2 : Tares. 


p. 98 
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Fares. Muſt you think a Man very fucere who, 
is fo very vie as the infpir'd Hiſtory repreſents 
unconverted Saul to have been? who leem'd 
for a Scaſon /o perfectly 45 to all Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion? who acted in direct Repug- 
nancy to the Light and Law of Nature? in 
whom common Humanity ſcem' d tot be quite 
extinguith'd ? Can ſuch a furious Blood-hound, 
ſuch a Salvage, fuch an incarnate Deyil,” be 
very ſincere? What St. Paul ſays concerning hig 
Ieacrance, when a Few, won't in the leaſt help 
you in the preſent Cafe; for though he verily 
thought he ought to do many Things againſt Je- 
ſus of Nazarethy yet he might and ſhould have 
thought better. The Ignorance he Jabour'd un- 
der was cxcecding criminal; nor do we find 
him any where ſaying the Jeaft Syllable in his 
Vindication on that Account. He had been 
bred at the Feet of the learned Gamplie) ; he 
Was himſelf a Perſon of great natural as well as 
acquir'd Parts; he had Meſss and the Prophets, 
and by an impartial and a;/ntcreſted Scrutiny 
of theſe, he might have come to the Knowledge 
of the Meſſias, (comparing Old Teſtament Pre- 
dictions with what had been ſo lately accom- 
pliſhed, and was ſtill accompliſhing in his own 
Days; / he had ſcen, or he might have ſeen many 
and great Wonders wrought in the Name of Je- 
ſus of Nazareth. Being (as may juſtly be ſuppos d) 
a curious-and inquilitive Perfon) he-might have 
calily inform*d himſelf of the Truth of our Sa- 
viour's Reſurrection from the Dead, which 
Circumſtance the Apoſtles appeal'd unto, as a 
ſufficient Proof of rhe Chriſtian Religion. The 
miraculous Effuſion of the holy Spirit at the 
Feaft of Pentecoſt in ſo publick a Manner, with 
the amaſing Succeſs of the Goſpel in the 
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Mouths of illiterate. Mechanicks, '( notwith- 
ſtanding the terrible Oppoſition of eus and 
Gentiles ) had a TOY to convince one who 
would but have admitted any ſober Reflections 
in his Breaſt about theſe Things. I am aſham'd 
to think that any Chriſtian Divine ſhould ſay a 
Word of the Sincerity of ſuch a proud preju- 
dic'd Zcalot, ſuch a conceited fantaſtick Bi- 
got, who doubtleſs thought it beneath him to 
look into the Merits of a Religion aſſerted by 
ſuch as he might think Idiots, compar'd with 
himſelf. He had not indeed committed the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſh (as many had done 
of that Se to which he belong'd,) ſo that 
there was room for Mercy. I fay not theſe 
Things to diminiſh the Character of him who 
was afterward ſo famous an Inſtrument for the 
propagating of the Chriſtian Faith. But pray, 
Sir, let me entreat you to refrain from calling 
an outrageous Miſcreant, and one who makes 
the ncareſt Approaches poſſible to an helliſb 
Fiend, to refrain, I ſay, from calling ſuch an 
one a very ſiucere Man. Can you think the Mur- 
derers of our bleſſed Lord very fincere too? for 
theſe did not know, did not confider that they 
crucified the Lord of Life and Glory. Were 
the 1riſþ Cut-throats in Forty-one /ncere, whom 
doubtleſs an ignorant Leal for the Catholick 
Faith had ſtimulated (at leaſt many of them) 
to thoſe Butcheries ? 


But, Sir, to argue a little farther with you 
upon this Topick, why may'nt a ng be 
very ſincere in the violent Purſuit of his Luſts, 
as well as a Perſecutor? Docs the former act 
againſt the Light of Reaſon ? ſo does the lat- 
ter. May a Perſecutor arrive to ſuch a * 

ity 
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dity and Searedneſs of Conſcience, as to breathe 
out Threatnings and Slaughter againſt innocent 
Perſons without any Remorſe © to exerciſe the 
reateſt Barbarities towards thoſe that never 
did him the leaſt Injury? May not then a ſwi- 
nith Drunkard be ſuppos'd to arrive to equal 
Hardneſs, and to make himſelf a Brute, 
with as little Re luctancy as the other makes 
himſelf a Devil? Nay, may a Perſecutor 
think that he does God Service by killing his 
Fellow - Creatures? Why may not a flkew- 
tious Epicure become ſo far an Ent huſiaſt alſo, 
as to think that he does God Service by 
giving himſelf up to all Uncleanneſs? And 
indeed nothing 1s more certain than that 
ſome have been fo curſedly infatuated, as to ima- 
gine that their abandoning. themſelves to all 
manner of Debaucheries, ſerves to exalt the 
Riches of divine Grace, the Freeneſs and Fu- 
eſs and Efficacy of a Redeemer's Blood. Will 
ou therefore call ſuch Monſters very Aincere? 
ere our modern Prophets (as they ſtil'd 
themſelves) /ncere, when guilty of filthy Lewd- 
neſs, and accus'd (ſome of em) of unnaturat 
Lifts. hits. 


You go on, Sir, to ſpeak of the Sincerity of 
Heathens while Idolaters: I ſhall nor at pre- 
ſent enter into that Diſpute, whether they were 

ncere or not, but will boldly ſay, as far as 
they were /incere, ſo far they are excuſable, 
and excus'd. I ſay the ſame as to Mahometans, 
Papiſts, Deifts, and Antinomians: If they can 
any of em (whether more or fewer) plead 
their Hincerity in a Judgment-Day, this Plea, 
through the Merits of Chriſt, ſhall be accept- 
ed. The more I think hereof, the more con- 


firm'd 
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firm'd I am, that Sincerity hereafter will be the 
great 'Thing whereon the important Concerns 
of the next World will turn, in how careleſs a 
Way ſoever ſome now expreſs themſelves about 
it. I am perfuaded, the more Sincerity there 
is no, the more Chriſtianity. This, you know, 
was St. Paul's Comfort, (altho” after his Con- 
verſion, not before, and the Comfort of his 
Brethren, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our Rejoicing is this, 
the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity we have had our Converſation 
in the World. 1 have examin'd every Place 
where the Words Sincerity, ſincerely, or ſincere, 
occur in our Tranſlation of the Bible, and find 
em always us d in a good Senſe, as they like- 
wiſe are 1n our common Diſcourſe. 


You blame Mr. M. for making a Jeſt of Re- 
. as, you ſay, he . — to do ſeveral Times. 
Why truly, Sir, the Terms Hereſy and Heretick 
have long been us'd in a ridiculous Senſe by the 
Romaniſts, and deſerve to be expos'd to Scorn - 

Nor have many Proteſtants leſs laid them- 
ſelves open to Banter and Ridicule, as well as 
juſt: Indignation and Reproof, tor robbing the 
Pope of his Infallibility, and arrogating it to 
| themſelves: For it muſt be allow'd, the 0d 
Gentleman at Rome (as impudent a Monſter as 
he is) talks more confitently about Hereſy than 
Multitudes do who have profeſs'd to abandon 
him. How many Hereſies — ſuch as confeſs 
themſelves fallible been ſtill charging one ano- 
ther withal? ſo that I greatly wonder how you 
came to ſay, „Here I would obſerve by the P. 28. 
“ way, that there have been none that I know 
« of ever charg'd with Hereſy among Proteſ- 


« ants, bur ſuch as have denied the 1552 
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[ 45 ] by 
c Godhead of the Son and Holy hoſt, and who 


« have pafs'd under the Denomination of Soc 
« nians and Arians.“ ie 125 


Sir, the e pin have been given to 
ſach as were charg'd with Herefies in the ſeve- 
ral Ages of the Church, would (I believe) take 
ſome Pages, if were worth while to recite 
cm. With theſe have Proteſtants freely ſtig- 
matiz d one another: They have been mu- 
tually charging, and mutually charged with 
thoſe Errors, whofe bare Sounds have ſtruck 
many private Chriſtians With a certain Horror. 
Sir, did you never hear of Sabellians, Tritheiſts, 
Pſychopannychifts, Anthropomorphites, Millena- 
rians, &c? (Pelagians, you know, were rec- 
kon'd Hereticks; for theſe you mention your 
Telt in this Letter.) Did you never hear, I ſay 
of ſuch Hereticks as theſe among Proteſtants ! 
Mr. Simon Ford (afterwards Dr. Ford) in a Ser- 
mon at the Aſſizes held at Reading for the 
County of Berks, Feb. 28. 1653. has theſe 
Words, p. 26, 27. 5 oth 


4 For this little Town, where your preſent 
e Imployment lies, I ſpeak my Thoughts free- 


&« ly, without Spleen or Paſſion, that I verily. 


“ perſuade myſelf, if all Auguſtine's and Epi- 
te phanins's Catalogues of Hereſies were loft, 
e and all other ancient and modern Records 
« in that kind, yet it were no hard Matter 
* ta reſtore them, with conſiderable Inlarge- 
ments, from hence. We have Anabaptiſm, 
« Familiſm, Sccinianiſin, Pelagianiſin, Runding, 
& and now Quaking roo, / and what not 7) an 

the Devil is ſerved in Heterodox Aſſemblies 
« as frequently as God in ours.“ N 


* 


1411 
- Sir, I cite this Paſſage (as I cafily might 
Multitudes of others from Authors of Note) to 
convince you how ſuperficially that Obſervation 
of yours is founded; and how little Reaſon 
| you have to inſult Mr. M. as ſetting up for a 
publick Cenſor. Divers Inſtances beſides thoſe 
already mention'd may put you in mind of 
thnat. ; <3 | 


Turpe eft"Do&ori cum culpa redarguit ipſum. 


How trifling are thoſe Animadverſions on Mr. P. 22, 23. 
N's addreſſing a Deiſt: * When you come to 
<« ſpeak of the converting of a .Deift to Chriſ- 
« #anity, you deſcribe the Chriſtian Religion 
to him in ſuch a Manner, as not to acquaint 
© him with one of the Doctrines that Chriſt 
came to declare to Mankind (except ſuffcient 


„ Afiftance.”* 


Why, Sir, *twas none of Mr. N's Buſineſs 
to explain the Do&rines of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion to a Deiſt, before he had convinc'd him 
of the Truth of it. How impertinent muſt 1t 
be to preach to a Deiſt the Fall of Man, the 
Corruption of his Nature, Sc. as Things re- 
veaPd in Chriſtianity, who believes nothing o 

1 it ſelf? Let him firſt be perſuaded 
of the Reality of the Taixs itſelf, and then 
let the Explications of its Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts follow. With ſuch an one you mult talk 
on the Foot of natural Religion Nor does Mr, 
N. mention ſufficient Afiſtance any otherwiſe 
than collaterally, as a Doctrine greatly encou- 
raging all to receive the Chriſtian Faith. There 
being in no other Inſtitution ſo many and ſtrong 
Aſſurances of divine Grace to aſſiſt us, as in the 
1 Chriſtian, 


„„ Poms 
Ehriftian, Mr. N. thinks no mote than your 
ſelf, that there may be a Chriſtian without 
Chrift, but did not care to talk to an Upncom- 
verted Infidel in ſuch a way, as would have ex- | 
pos'd hitnſelf to Laughter and Scorn;” 1 


How nerdleſs is that Paragraph? where you 
p. 5 obſerve, “ that the Errors of thoſe who lead 

c ſober and virtuous Lives, muſt be oppos'd 

« as well as others.” Did Mr. N. ever ſay 
the contrary ? Has he any where dropp'd a 
Trittle to this/Purpole ? te 7 | 


How. as well 29 unjuſt is your Quar- 

telling with him for that Expreſlion ? vis. 

P. 61. That * the great Thing is even uncontroverted, 
&' which is Holineſs ot Heart and Life, foung- 


« ef on Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 


, You very gravely ask him, © whether it is 
& not controverted, hf this Faith is.“ I an- 
fwer for him, Yes, it has been, and is ſtill 
controverted.; and yet Mr. M's Propoſition is 
very true: For not withſtanding all the Con- 
troyerhes agitated about Faith, in the Chriſtian 
Church, twas never yet doubted, whether 
5 in our Lord jeſus Chriſt, as it is the 

oundation and Support of Holineſs of Heart 
and Life, be a true Faith. Good Sir, is ſuch 
a Faith, as is demonſtrated by all ho/y Conver- 
ſation and Godlineſs, © a meer Name, or rather 
« a Nallity with you? 


| As poor and peeviſh is that Stricture of yours 
| Ibid on Mr. NM. for calling the“ Sacraments the 
| 6 Profeſſions of Subjection to God thro* Chriſt. 
| & Whereas, you ſay, the Scriptures plainly re- 
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cc them as Profeſſions of Subjedtion to Fa- 
he. * an and Holy Cs Do you, Sir, your- 
ſelf, as often as you take the Name of the 
great Go v into your Lips, whether in ſolemn 
Acts of Devotion in your 1 rons, Petitions, 
Thankſgiwvings, in your publick Sermons, or in 
your private Converſation, annex Father Son 
and Holy Ghoſt thereunto, that you may not 
draw on your ſelf the Suſpicion of Arig- 
nixing? Are you willing in your own Caſe, to 
be cenſur'd, “ as neglecting this thro* Weak- 
« xeſs or Over/aght ©” Or could you bear the 
cruel and barbarous Inſinuation, that you omitted 
the ſame © to leſſen Perſons Regards to the 
« Fon and Holy Ghoſt ® There are, you lay, P. 61, 
« other Objectious beſides theſe, which I am fore d 


to paſs by. | 


Is it Compaſſion to Mr. N. and a Concern for 
his Reputation and Uſctulneſs, that forces you 
to paſs them by? Or is it, becauſe you have 
taken upiſo much Room in anſwering the 
former Objefions, that you have none left for 
Tboſe that are behind? Or is it becauſe the 
Objeclions themſelves are ſo pitiful, that meer 
Shame forces you to conceal them? Or is it, 
laſtly, that you thus expreſs your ſelf, be- 
cauſe your Readers ma jel ſome Impreſſions 
from the ſuppos d had 3 be farther Ob- 
jected againſt Mr. Ns Diſcourſe, tho' for 
your Part you don't think fit to mention 

\ £ them. | - | | 2 


You tell him, « Had you any Intention to Ibid. 
ce be Ae, you might haye taken Notice, 
c that the very Title prefix d to his Diſcourſe, 


« is a groſs. Blunder.” But Sir, your calling 
2 IT 


is 
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"it a groſs Blunder, does not make it one. 
"You ſhould have inform'd him where the 
Blunder lay, Do you think it Nonſenſe, to 
call Practical Chriſtianity Orthodoxy ? or a 
"Wicked Life Hereſy? or will you allow of 
no Tropes or Figures in Speech ? Will you 
rob Language of ſome of irs greateſt Beauties 
"and Ornaments ?, and (which is far worſe) 
will you ſacrifice hereby a conſiderable Part 
of your Bible, to the Droltery and Buffoonery 
"of Atheiſts and Infidels? Is that Text in 
Jobn xvii. 3. This is Life Eternal, that they 
may know - thee, &c. a Blunder with you or 
not? Is the Knowledge of God (ſtrictly and 


LT progerty ſpeaking) Life Eternal? Is Faith a 
* Fiftory * 


ſo 'tis calld, 1 John v. 4. Is Faith 
a Subſtance (Txogacig) as it. is ſtil'd, Heb. xi. 1. 
Numberleſs Places might be urg'd to this Pur- 
f BD Vis, to ſupport the Senſe of Mr. N's 
Title Page. Being a Mar of ſuch Reading, 
he had met with Metaphors, Metonymies, &c. 
Which cncourag'd him to prefix ſuch a Title 
to his Sermon, as is fo far from being a Blun- 
der, that it carries a peculiar Empbaſis in it. 
I am therefore ſorry methinks (ſeeing you were 
"ſo much in Haſe) that you had not let alone 
a Remark, which mutt cither expoſe your 
Bible or yourſeif ro Contempt. 


But you ſuggeſt, © that Part of it, (viz. the 
% Fitle Page) is borrowed from a great Man, 
* without any Acknowledgment.” No Mat- 
ter, Sir, how great the Man is, when what he 


Wirtes is Nonſenſe, nor whether his Name 


be mention'd or not, when *twould expoſe 
5 Lender as Well as the Borrower. © But Sir, 
dei Jou in carneſt charge Mr. M. with Pla- 
w" 18 giariſin 


34... 
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giariſin on this Account? Or would you have 
ad him prefix a [1 to a Part of his Title, 
8 


with the great Aut Name referred to in 
the Margin ? 


Vou farther intimate, how abſurdly Mr. 

NM. ſtiles the Heavenly Bleſſedneſs a PLACE, 

n and likewiſe the Miſery of Men in another 

World aPrace, putting it into Capitals, 

that the Blunder might be more obſervable. 

But do you think, Sir, that 'tis poſſible for 

any Reader tomiſtake Mr. N*s Meaning? What 

then can ſuch Aemorandum's as theſe be imput- 

ed to, but a vain and wrangling Captiouſneſs e 

Not to obſerve that Place may refer to Heaven, 

as well as lar by an eaſy Synt heſis; 

| Heavenly Bleſſedneſs and the Bleſſedneſs of 

Heaven being the ſame. So Place in the 

other Expreſſion may have a Reference to 
World as well as Miſery. 


But what if Scripture Phraſecology ſhould ſup- 
port this Blunder too, taking it in your own 
Senſe, Iſai. Ivii. 2. He ſhall enter into Peace. En- 
tring connotes the leaving one Place and going 
to another. Is Peace a PLace? Matt. xix. 17. 
If thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Commana- 
ments. Is Life a P.ace ? Matt. xxv, 46. Theſe 
ſhall go away into Everlaſting Puniſhment; but 
the righteous into Lite eternal. Are Puniſhment 
and Life PLaces ? 


« 7 might alſo, ſay you, have ask'd you what P. 62, 
vou mean by the Imaginary Torments of Hades. 


* Would you have ask'd Mr. N. ſuch a Queſ- 
tion as this for your own Information? * 
| Soul . 
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Ibid. 


- Jmaginary 
Hades of t 


"he was a Schoot-Boy, or if he has look 


- Holineſs is in order to, a Meetneſs 
venly-Blefiedneſs. p WOT TIO 


udges; and Imbginary Furies in the 
e Heathens? Did you never hear 
of the Imaginary Puniſhments of Siſypbus, Tan- 
talus, Ixion, &c. Poſſibly you (as well as man 


"Soul Did Fa never hear of 


other good Men) may never have read of theſe 
Things, and may therefore blame Mr. NM. for 
2 his Time in the Peruſal of ſuch Hea- 
theniſb 

better in reading and fudying the Holy Scrip- 


rumpery, when he might have ſpent it 
tures. But perhaps Mr. NN, read em only when 

d into 
em /ince, the Improvement that he makes of 
em is very juſt and uſe ful, viz. by compoſing 
the Gentile with the Cbriſtian Account of a fu- 


ture State of ' Puniſhments, and ſhe wing the 


Superior Influence this had unto the other, to deter 


Men from Sin; and to _ them to an Holy 
Life; he juſtly: ſets the 


maginary and Uncertain 
Pains of the Ezhnicks in their _— againſt 
thoſe ſure, terrible and everlaſting Torments 
threaten'd in the Goſpel of Chriff. * 


«< You might alſo have ask'd Mr. NM. how he 
c came to make the Goſpel Diſpenſation, con- 


* fider'd ab/tra#ly, to contiſt of two Precepts.“ 
But Mr. N. has not expreſſy faid it doth. He 
ſays, indeed, there are two comprebenſide Funda- 


mental Precepts of Chriſtianity in conformity to 


Aas xx: 21. Kepentance towards God, and Faith 


toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
The Omiſſion of a Comma is the Occaſion of 


-your laſt Queſtion. Read Mr. N's Expreſſion 


thus, and it is Unexceptionable ; Evangelical 
for the Hca- 
1 020371 


In 


Inaginary Deities, - 


«x. 
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In the Cloſe of your Letter you are willing 
to let him know how very kind you have been 
to him, how little ſoever he has deſerv'd it, 
as if you had not Study'd to ſet forth any 
things, at leaſt every thing, on which you have 
animadverted with artificial Aggravation. But 
whether you have or not, your Readers muſt. 


judge. 1 


As for 2 many Things occurring in 
your Performance need no Art to aggravate 
them, but rather a great deal of Art to ſoften 
them, to make them ſtand with Senſe, or Man- 


2 


ners, or Chriſtianity. = 


Some of theſe I have now conſider'd, but 
there are others, which I thought Mr. Nation 
himſelf the fitteſt to give an Anſwer unto. Ac- 
cordingly I received from him the following 
Letter; which had it not been ſo Jong as it is, 
I ſhould have iaſerted into my own, but for that 
Reaſon have choſen rather to annex it to the 


ſame. 


8 * 


I muſt beg the __ of the curious and cri- 
tical Reader for that Pedantry and Stiffneſs of 
Style I have us'd, which howeyer ſeemed (at 
leaft ſometimes) neceſſary in Remarks on-a Let- 
ter of this Kind. And, Sir, if you- (for whom 
'rwas chiefly intended) find any thing elſe 
that ſtands in need of being excus'd, pleaſe to 
inform me what it is, and (God willing) by 
the firſt Opportunity it ſhall be either retraFed 
or defended by . 

Reverend Sir, 


| Your Affectionate 
And Hu mble Servant. 
F AJ 2 N Q 
. 2 2 2 22 


LETTER 


FROM 
Mr. NATION 


BORED erer | 
AUT H OR 
8X 0.:A7 
Reverend ST R, 17 

Have receiv'd yours, and find (having 
ſeen the Letter to me by an unknown 
Hand) you are deſirous of knowing of me 


whether the Inſinuations in it concerning my 
abetting of Arians and Arianiſm are juſt or no; 


and you are the more deſirous of knowing this, 


becauſe you intend to publiſh ſomewhat in 
Vindication of yourſelf and Brethren, who 
gave Thanks for my Sermon. 


I think, indeed, it concerns you to vindicate 
yourſelves ; for your Reputation is ſtruck at as 
well as mine, in the Letter you mention. You 
may be ſenſible that for a particular Rn 
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wiſh Succeſs to your Undertaking, yet is there 
not much Reaſon to fear the contrary? When 
you have to do with ſo powerful and fbrewd an 
Adverſary; one ſo advanc'd in Years, of the 
moſt cſtabliſh'd Reputation for his vaſt Senſe 
and univerſal Learning; fo ſmart, conciſe, con- 
feftent a Writer, one who not only can tell a 

an's Words, but his very Thoughts, Deſigns, 
Intentions ; and, which is more ſtrange, can tell 
ſuch to be his Thoughts and Deſigns as he ne- 
ver knew himſelf; one that has the very beſt. 
Intelligences from abroad, can tell not only a 
Man's private Company, but their ſecret Con- 
verſation, and even ſuch Converſation as never 
pu at all; can tell who influences you, or 
the Aſcendant over you, tho* you never 
told any Perſon of it, or had any Apprehen- 
ſions of it yourſelf. But I will not inlarge, leſt 
I ſhould utterly diſcourage you; and *tis your 
Buſineſs to conſider what you are going about. 


As to what you deſire of me about my abet- 
ting Arians and Arianiſm, and whether Mr. P. C.'s 
. are juſt or no, as far as I know 
myſelf, (I don't ſay but Mr. P. C. might know 
better) theſe (tho? direct Charges) are falſe 
aud unjuſt. f 


I have ever believed, and do ſtill firmly be- 
lieve the true, proper, and eternal Deity of the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt. I have been, and am for 
defending it by all Chriſtian Methods what- 
ever, and I have never ſaid any thing contra- 
ry to either of theſe Things I have aſſerted 
publickly or privately in all my Life. 


G From 


P. 10. 
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From this you will wender at many Things 
ſaid in the Letter; but I was not at all ſur- 
priz d, for I had heard from ſeveral Perſons I 
thould be prov'd an Arian; and I knew a 
learned Brother of P. C's had declared in 
a Publick Houſe I was turn'd an Arian. 3 


«4 


Theſe Things, I think, are 27 of ab 


vnc hriſtian Zeal, of Uncbaritableseſs, Injuſtice, 
Perſecution; and if they are not, I do not pre- 
end to know what is ſo; but indeed my Knows 
ledge is very ſmall. | 


| If you vindicate the Sermon, I think m elf 
oblig d to vindicate the Preface, in which I am 
repreſented to have done my Brethren much 


wrong, and I ſhall do it in as few WordsasI can, 


Ihe Preface was written at Fowey in Cornwall, 
whither I was call'd immediately after the Af- 
ſembly, and where J had no one to conſult with; 
ſo all } had to do was to recollect myſelf, and 
give the moſt faithful Account of Things 1 
could. This I have really done, and indee 
am not conſcious to this Day that I have miſre- 
preſented Things. 


My Account of the Voting of the Aﬀembly 


is ſaid by Mr. P. C. to be a great Miſrepreſen- 


tation. I could recollect but nine to /ix, nine a- 


gainſt giving Thanks, and /iæ for it; yet the Rea- 


der will obſerve, leaſt 1 ſhould miſtake, I ſay, 


It was voted no Thanks, by a Majority of a- 
bout three.” I am not ſenſible to this Day it 
was greater, nor ſeveral of my Brethren ] have 
talk'd with. Thoſe on the other Side the Queſtion 
lay, there were eleven to /ix. Now ſuppoſe it was 


O, 


a 
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Io, where is the great Miſrepreſentation, and the 
don't pretend * 163 rare arther, ſuppoſi in 
There were eleven againſt me, I can prove tb 
of thofe ſhould have been for me, and then the 
Vote would have been carried but by ove. A 
Perſon againſt me, whoſe Name I ſhall conceal, 
(tho' * he does not deſerve it at my 
Hands, ) before he came where the Miniſters 
met, declar'd to a Gentleman (who ask'd him 
about the Sermon) that it was a very good 
practical Diſcourſe, and did not doubt but I 
hould have Thanks for it, or Words to the like 
3 and yet when he came and ſaw which 
way Matters were going, he ſaid, 20 Thanks. 
Another againſt me declar'd afterward, he 
found fault only with the Iatreductiun. Now, 


« If there would be leſs Controverſy, were Serm. 
c there more Humility, impartial Scarches at- p: 2 


*c ter Truth, Ec.” (as every one muſt allow) 
then the contrary to oy are the Occaſions of 
' Controverſy; fo that if Things had been calmly 
debated, this Perſon muſt have been on my Side. 


Perhaps it will be replied, that one of the 
Miniſters who gave Thanks, ſhewed before- 
hand ſome Diſlife of the Sermon; but he ac- 
quaints me, all he ſaid was, that he with'd two 
or three Sentences had been left out, other- 
Wiſe he thought it to be a very good practical 
' Diſcourſe, and even as to theſe Sentences, he 
Was ſenſible afterward there was no Oceation 


lor their being omitted. 


Mr. P. C. ſays, indeed, «That if all had been Lett. 
te preſent, I could not have promis'd myſelf P. 10 


te the Favour of more than ele den in thirty three. 
I cannot. ſay, indeed, what Perſons would- have 
| ad & 2 dons 


Lett. 
Pp. 10. 


Pref. 
P- 4. 


Ibid. 


firmed this. My Words are,“ As ] remember, 
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done in the Trial, becauſc (whatever Know 


ledge Mr. P. C. has of other Perſons Thoughts 
I have no ſuch Thing: But this I am fure of, 
that more /iuce have approv'd of the Sermon, 
as well as ſeveral who were not at the Aſſem- 
bly at all. 

As to the Objections made againſt my Ser- 
mon, which I have ſpoke of in the Preface, I 
could not mind any thing I thought a Support 
to any Objection; and I could hot mention 


more than I did, unleſs J had made it perſonal, 


which as I had avoided in the Diſcourſe, ſo 1 
would in the Preface. | 


And let it be judg'd whether here 1 have 
made any Miſrepreſentation; Mr. P. C. fays, the 
firſt Objection was not as J ſay; that I had 
ſpoken againit all Controverſies as metaphy/ical. 
but he might have ſeen J had not pqitively af- 


« the firſt Objection was ſo.” 


And how was this Objection ſupported? Was 
it prov'd I had meant the Controverſy about 
the Trinity? And indeed could it be prov d, un- 
leſs I had confeſs'd ſuch a Thing? 1 had men- 


tion'd other Controve rſies that are not metaphy- 
fecal: And farther, tis certain, Metaphyficks 


have enter d into moſt Controverſies. However, 
to ſatisfy the Generality, tho” I can't promiſe 
myſelf to convince Mr. P. C. 1 had no Intention 
to do any Diſſervice to the commonly receiv d 
Doctrine of the ever-bleſſed Trinity. 


Another Objection was, « That it was a Ser- 
« mon of Faith without Works.” Mr. P. C. 
| | expreſſes 


| expreſſes it ſomewhat different, ( The little 
& Care 1 had taken of the Faith in the Sermon.” Len. 


Tho I did not mention any thing ſaid to ſup- ** *7- 
port this Objection, yet I think, I ſhew'd there pref 
was no Occaſion for the Obje#ion; And is what P. ;. 
Mr. P. C. mentions any Support to it ? 'That 
works without © Faith were dead, as well as Lett. 
c Faith without Works.“ Can the Practical P. 17. 


Chriſtianity 1 had deſcribed be where there 
is no Faith ? 


Indeed II don't think there was any Occaſion 
for the Objection; and can't imagine, why Mr. 
P. C. is ſo offended, unleſs becauſe (having no 
Mind to enter into Controverſy) I mention 
Scripture Doctrines in Scripture Terms. Trest 
I do really think are be; that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour knew beſt his own Mind, and how to cx- 
preſs himſelf, and never left it to Men to mend 
What he has done, or explain his Mind better 
than he has himſelf. And as I ſpake of Scrip- 
ture Doctrines in Scripture Words, ſo I bid 
Mr. P. C to tell me, what Doctrine I omitted ; 
or I bid him ſet forth the Doctrine of the Son 
of God's coming and dying for the Sins of Men 


in fewer Words, or more to Advantage than I germ, 
have done. Fe. 


As to the Objection about Perſonal Reflec- pref 
tions, not one that I know of was mention'd P. ;. 
in the Aſſembly; neither was I defir*d to pro- 
duce my Notes on that or any other Account: 
and I think what I have ſaid already as to this 
Matter muſt ſatisfy all unprejudic'd Perſons, 


Mr. P. C. goes on to mention Objections I Lett. 
had forgot, or could mind little of. P. 40. 


That _—- 


That 1 had ſpoken fayourably of the Hes, 
then Tdolatry, and he ſays, Mazifterially.(tho' 
indeed. not Magitteri Y as. he has Aer) 
me for ir) excus d all Frateſtaots from the 
Charge of Idodatry. 


As to my excuſing the Heathehs, I can't re- 
member any Thing mention'd about it in tho 
Aſſembly, and as tothe Thing itſelf, might not 
a Perſon mention to Learned Men what he thinks 
capable of being improv'd, without being cen- 
ſur d for it? Beſides, tis well known a late 
Mr. Grove ingenious Author has gone much farther in ex- 
cuſing the Heathen Idolatry than I have done. 
And how often have I heard ſuch a Perſon as 
Mr. Exty warmly ſpeak againſt Perſons con- 
demning the Heathen World in the Lump. I 
will ask that Gentleman, if-they arc guilty all 
of em of Igolatry of one kind or other, (which | 
there is no Learned Man but will ſay) and thi 
Jadlatry be inexcuſable, whether they are not all 
conde mn d? And has not Mr. Enty wrote a- 
gainſt Mr. Hallet's advancing that the Immor- 
tality of the Soul is not to be prov'd by the 
Light of Nature ? And what occaſion was there 
for it? Or how could it be done to any Advan- 
tage, unleſs there were ſome Inſtances of Hea- , |, 
tthens that were good Men? The Ingeniaus Au- 
t #bor above was ſenſible, that to prove the Im- 
mortality of the Soul by the Light of Nature, 
there muſt be ſome ſuch Inſtances, and according- 
Iy ſets himſelf to excuſe the Heathen Idolaters. | 


As to my Excuſing al' Proteſtants from Ido- 

. Jatry, all that 1 can remember mention'd in 
the Aſſembly to ſupport this Objection was, that 
Archbiſhop 77//ct/ou had charg'd [dolatry on the 
Socinians: And was this ſo very much to the 


Purpoſe ? 
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11 charge 

dolatry I had been ſpeaking of; which muſt 
be allowed, I ſaid, from any Perſon's private 
Schemes, as far as I knew them. I could not 


Serm. 
P. 9, 


certainly prove a Charge of Idolatry on them, 


as. I could not, twas not my Buſineſs to 
judge them, but to leave them to God. 


I I was Ignorant, ſhould not my Brethren 
have inform'd me better, inſtead of cenſur- 
ing me? Or muſt I be blam'd for not con- 
demning Men, when I can't ſee I ſhould doit ? 


I had made no Mention of Ariaus and Soci- 
niant, tho! Mr. P. C. is pleas'd to take it for 
certain that I intended them, and ſuppoſe I had 
and had thought that they worſhipp'd Chri 
only as Mediatour, how are they in this guilty 
of Idolatry ? That there is a Regard due to 
him as ſuch is moſt certain, and what many 
Learned Divines have aſſerted; and what it I 
had been miſtaken in This, being young I 
might have grown Older and Wiſer. 


As to my being for promiſcuous Communion ow 


with Arians, which Mr. P. C. is pleas'd in bis 


Way to tell the World of, tho' (with all his 
Knowledge) *tis more than he docs know any 
thing of, 1 have never yet been put to the 
Tryal, whether I would communicate with 
ſuch or no. But if I was, and believed theſe 


Hereticks to be Idolaters, I hope I ſhould act 
Con/eftently. 1 
f 1 
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And now fince there is fo great Noiſe a- 


bout the Idolatry of Arians, tho' T ſhall men- 
tion no Names, unleſs I am callꝰd on to do ii 
where is Perſons Con/i/tency with ſuch a Belie 
One, who was well known in the Learned 
World, a Man of too great Simplicity to con- 
ccal his Sentiments, was in Dr. Gork's Scheme, 

and yet communicated with a Member of the 
Exon Aſſembly, and an Acquaintance of thoſe - 
who refuſed to give Thanks. Another, who 
has been very frank in declaring his Senti- 
ments was in Communion with another of the 
Aſſembly, one of thoſe who refus'd to give 
Thanks, and that for many Years, and never 
refuſed. And I know Perſons of this Town, 
that were in Communion with the Arians, 
and with the Orthodox at the ſame Time, and 
at a Mecting which the Four Orthodox Minifters 
equally took care of, and that for many Tears, 


and never had a word faid to them, as they 


tell me. Now if theſe Things be ſo, do Per- 
ſons believe what they talk ſo much of Them- 
fetves. ; 1 


And further, ſuppoſe there were no ſuch In- 
ſtances to be produc'd: Thoſe Orthodox 
Miniſters, who live in thoſe Places where are 
2 great many of thoſe Arian Hereticks and 
Holaters, if they believe ſuch Hereticks to 
be Idolaters, by whom their own A * N 
de infected, to act conſiſtent with ſuch a Be- 
lief, 'tis not enough for them to preach to 
them and warn them, but they ought frequent- 
ly to go round, and without Favour and Af-- 
fection, put the Teſt to them. I ſpeak ſeriouſly, 
every Miniſter ought to be ſatisfied as to thoſe 
in his Communion, that they don't live in 
chat which unfits them for Communion, or 7» 
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13 the Account of which they ought to be rank d 
. with Heathens and Publicans: As in Intempes 
. rance, Profaneneſs, Debauchery, in Scandalous 
Wickedneſs, which things might be eaſily diſa 
coverd; fo certainly he ought to be ſatiſ- 
9 fied, that they don't live in /dolatry. And if 
Hereticks may be guilty of it, and Hereſy is ſa 
ſecret a thing (as it ſeems) that a Perſon, may 
be guilty of it, tho? he practiſes all the Duties 

of the Chriſtian Life, there is nothing to be 

done to diſcover him, but to make a ſevere 

Scrutiny; and this a Miniſter who believes 

Arians guilty of Idolatry, if he would act ac- 

cording to the Dictatesot his own Conſcience; 

ſhould make very often: How elſe does he 

know, but every time he adminiſters the Lord's 

| Supper, he communicates with Idolaters? and 
now to put the Queſtion, has this been done ? 

This which I have ſaid, may be paſs d over 

with a Slight, but tis an Argument not to be 

anſwer' d. Iwill ſay no more on this ungrateful 

Subject, and indeed I ſhould not have ſaid fo 

much, had I not been forc'd to it. | 


Another Objection Mr. P. C (is pleas'd to Lr 

f mention) 18 againſt my ſaying, that God” would P. 52: 
make all allowance for the meer Errors of {Jens 
N Underſtandings, when he will make none for their 

Wickedneſs. The Sentence at large is,“ Let «..... 

« us be ſo honeſt as to labour to convince our P. 33. 
% Hearers, that God will make all allowance 
« for the meer Errors of Mens Underſtandings, 
„when he will make none for their Wicked- 
by neſs, their Looſeneſs, . Profanencſs, Intem- 
de gerance, Debauchery, Diſhoneſty, their Sen- 
c \trality, that Covetouſneſs which is Idola- 
A try, their revengeful and implacable Spins; 
3 H « their 
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« their Hatred of one another, their Hypo- 
cc criſy and ſuch like things; for the W 
* ao Te Things ſhall not inherit the ingdom 
of God.” 1. was not the Icaft Shadow 
70 Resſon given to ſupport this Ob ection. 
mer Sentence I think cannot be: And 
common Perſpns underſtand the Mean- 
log) which Mr. P. C with all his great Dif 
ferninent- carr, and e his Learned Ar- 
guing deſerves only to be langh'd at. I do 
now fay, and will ſtand by i % that to arm 
the contrary is fo all Intents and Purpoſes to diſa 
courage the ſrrionc inquifitrve Chriſtian, and at 
the ſame time to open a 7 Gop to all 1 

ace. Tio 1 believe, if Mr 
we of it, he would abhor ” 

wk 16 


1> Wikis, Sir have 1 made it appear, 1 Mare 
not miſrepreſented the Aſſembly, 


Mr. P. C. is d to reste me ag 
making the baſeſt Reflections on the Hearers : 


ſuch a thing never enter'd into my thoughts. 
Tam ſure "Thad 


had not the leaft Deſign to offend 
any Man; no, my deſign was to promote 
Practical Chriſtianity, and all I ſaid was in 
order to that end. This I do a every 
ible o 


1 bad bear it repreſented, that I had not 
fathfully printed my Sermon ; This I was ſure 
could never be prov'd neither does what Mr. 

. C; ſays an 0 54 prove it. What he mens 
tions about the Idolatry of Heathens is i Wl 
= as any one might ſee, who re 

hole I haveſaid about the He eathen 25 195 


59 1 


That of my Mentioning Faith as a vital Prin- | 
ciple of Holineſs the great Foundation and In- 


couragement to it, I declare was in Notes; 
and if Mr, P. C. vill come tome, Ll fi 
hum of it, . 


As to the Sermon, there are ſome Errata 
fo Jin P. 27. E. 20. Dofrine ſhould 
ve 
2 


Dactrines¶ and theſe I corrected 
might be no Hitze Iput the Word 
— — wonder, if Mr. P. G 

= my Sermon with any Care, he could 
not ſee, and if he had, he muſt find there was 
little Reaſon for his ſaying I was for making 8 
Dei a Chriſtian without a Word of Chriſt. 
Another Erratum P. 24. L. 13. Evangelical Ho- 
lineſs is in order to, there ſhould have been a 
Comma after to, and then the Sentence is as it 
Was Roben. 


1 have, Sir, I am afield, detain'd you too 
. yet I can t but take notice of Mr. P. C's 
n | 


« But even notwithſtanding this, I have 
« Charity enough to conclude m Ham Reve- 
t rend Sir, your Affectionate umble ** 


fc vant, P 8 


I am very ſenſible of his real * warm In- 
clination for me; the vaſt Concern he has - 

my good Name, Uſefulneſs in the Mini 
for H Family, and what good he would 
me if it was in his Power. 1 moe at 
fuller Prdof of it than his Letter, from the 
Beginning to the End. 1 deſire he will next 
write his 3 that I might know where on 


to apply to him. 
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